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Good Day Everyone  
 
I am writing this note with a heavy 
heart.  Over the years we had people 
get upset when a restaurant initiated 
the request for tips. Unfortunately, 
by the comments I am getting, our 
track record as a group is not very 
good.  I am getting many 
complaints from the various 
restaurants that we visit as a group, 
that there are very minor tips being 
left for the staff.            \ 
                                             
I am not sure how best to deal with 
this situation but I am sure you are 
all aware that most of the waiters 
and staff get paid very little and 
depend on their service to us and 
our tips to make a half decent 
living.  
 
 Tipping is obviously a personal 
preference as to amount and based 
on the quality of service expected, 
but each of these workers do 
deserve a little something                    
Obviously the amount  is 
discretionary but I feel that  
generally10% to 15% should be fair 
for all their hard work when serving 
upwards of 75 to 120 or more 
people.  
 
I am sending out a plea to all our 
guests to Manzamigos Thirsty 
Thursday Happy Hour, to remember 
your servers and or entertainers 
prior to leaving the restaurant. 
 
Thank you for your consideration 
and understanding  
 
Gerry 
President Manzamigos 2009 
 

THIRSTY THURSDAY ROTA 
FOR WINTER 09/10 

PEDRO’S  -         19TH NOVEMBER              
LA PERGOLA  – 26TH NOVEMBER 
OASIS  -               3RD DECEMBER              
TOSCANA           10TH DECEMBER     
EL TABLAO         17TH DECEMBER   
DON ANDRES RANCH  -    24TH 
DECEMBER           TO BE CONFIRMED     
 
For this season, as numbers are growing 
noticeably, it is imperative to respond to 
Jack’s advice note of the week’s 
restaurant. A note of those coming will  be 
made and any persons not on that list will 
go onto a waiting list to see if it is possible 
to serve them a meal. Anyone is invited to 
join for “Happy Hour” but dinner 
reservations MUST be made by Wednes-
day evening before the event at the latest. 
The restaurants in Manzanillo cannot cope 
with huge numbers of people on the spur 
of the moment and those who have 
reserved should not be penalized.  
 
If you need to be added to the list email :   
             manzamigos@gmail.com 
We thank you for your co-operation. 
 

 TT  Restaurant review 
for November  

1st Oct. TOSCANA’S                 
as always it was a pleasure to be here, 

no complaints, good food and service. 

8th Oct..  LA PERLITA                  
This evening was much better than 
usual with the service but there were 
several complaints about cold food. It 
seems very hard for Ramon, a great 
fellow, to get things right. We know 
they have been having trouble here – 

and it continues. 

15th Oct.  EL MARINERO,        

MARBELLA HOTEL               
Finally I can give a Manzanillo 
restaurant a total "thumbs up".  
Marbella's gave me the best dinner 
I've had all summer. 
 
From the onion soup to the little cubes 
of chocolate pudding sprinkled with 
tiny pieces of dark chocolate served in 
a parfait glass, it was perfect. 
 
I could cut my Chicken Parmesan with 
my fork, the vegetables were steamed 
perfectly and the french fries were hot 
and crispy.  If only some of the other 
restaurants would send their cooks to 
Marbella for dinner to see that it can 

be done.            CONT’D        >>>>> 

 

 
Don Andres Ranch 12th Nov. ‘09 



  

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A SHOCKING LOSS 
The many friends of Frank & Joyce Metcalfe were 
shocked by Frank’s sudden death from a massive 
coronary attack on the morning of Thursday, 12th 
November. They had only just arrived back in 
Manzanillo for the winter. He felt unwell on 
Wednesday evening and on Thursday waved Joyce off 
for her usual morning swim with the ladies.  
When she got back to the condo, Frank had passed 
away. She had immediate help from friends and 
Sandra, the manageress of Palomar, for which 
everyone is most grateful.  
Frank and Joyce have been members of Manzamigos 
since 2003 and his cheery face and weird wit will be 
greatly missed. 
Good wishes go to Joyce and her family from the 
President , the board of directors and her whole 
Manzamigos family. 
As is always the case, instead of flowers, Manzamigos 
will make a donation in Frank’s name to the charity of 
Joyce’s choice. 
There is no news yet as to when the memorial will be. 

<<<Retaurant review  Cont’d 

22nd Oct. VIVO VINAS                 
Where do we start? This evening was a 
total disaster from start to finish. The 
ambience was great, the service bad, the 
meal late and not good, many people 
had already left by the time it was 
served and unfortunately many will 
never go back. This is NOT a restaurant 
and should not have attempted to be so. 
This was a very big mistake!!                
We do hear that their jazz evenings are 
worth going to if rather expensive.                  

    29th Oct.   LA TOSCANA.                    
 As reported in the previous review, 
 Good food, good service, great 
 companions. Manzamigos Thirsty 
 Thursday will be returning throughout     
t the winter season. 

5th Nov.   EL TABLAO                         
It was nice to see Pascal and Laura back 
in the helm. This week as always the 
service was reasonably good but one of 
the waiters is annoying. (Personal 
comment) The salad was delicious but 
there were a few grumbles about the 
ribs, being an end cut was one. This was 
the second week of the winter Rota 

12th Nov.  DON ANDRES RANCH 
There is new management at Rancho 
Don Andres and when we arrived with 
nearly 80 people things were good from 
the start.  The wait staff started us out 
with some nachos and frijoles, then a 
nice salad with tasty dressing, then the 
main course right on time.  As far as I 
know, no one had to wait (except for the 
last table, Jack everyone else had 
finished by the time we got our meal). 
The food was very good, but veggies 
cold.  They handled the large group very 
well and seem to be ready for  more.     

Next week -  19th November we will be 
at our old friend, Pedro’s.  
 
Don’t forget to let Jack know that 
you are coming; if you wish to 
eat.  manzamigos@gmail.com 
 
 

 
Help!! Please  

 
1)  hola, to all Manzamigos, I own a home on La Cima and 
when there, eighty two days out of  a year I rent a car. Is 
there anyone that has a car for sale, or knows someone 
reliable I can buy from? I will be coming down January 9th 
2010. My wife and I are Manzamigos, Bill Blair and Pam 
Nosse. We would sure appreciate any help and can be e-
mailed all information about the car. make, model, year,  
mileage, condition, number of owners, price! My thanks 
and appreciations  to all who can help, gratefully, Bill Blair 
redhead040839@yahoo.com 
 
 
 2) A spay and neuter clinic is being held at end of 
November and accommodation is required for two vets who 
are contributing their time.  It is just for one night, Saturday 
28th November. If you can help please call:-  

Silvia at 334 - 3780 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: MANZAMIGOS MESSENGER 
CAN ONLY ADVERTISE OR PROMOTE FOR 
MANZAMIGOS MEMBERS EXCEPT IN THE 
INSTANCE OF BENEFIT TO MEMBERS. 



The Asilo de los Ancianos 
By:  Glen Wilchek 

 
Many of you have probably driven by the Asilo de los Ancianos (Old Folk’s Home) without even realising 
where it is. 
  
It was built in 1990 and is located near the auditorium in Valle de las Garzas.  Basically, after you leave the 
Las Brisas cruzero and head towards the port, the auditorium is on your left.  Just a little further along on the 
left, surrounded by trees, is the yellow-coloured Asilo de los Ancianos. 
 

       
 
They usually have a sign on their fence asking for donations of cleaning and food products that they need for 
everyday living.  Many of you have been very generous in the past and have purchased items that they need. 
  
The Asilo has space for 46 residents, with somewhere between 3 and 5 people sharing each dorm room.  
About 70% of the residents have no family and rely on the Asilo to meet all their needs.  The remaining 30% 
have some family, but for whatever circumstances exist, receive very little support.  There is no question that 
all the residents have very few options in life, and would be destitute without the Asilo.  Having said this, 
most of the residents seem happy and appear to be making the most of what they have. 
  
The staff of 7 and the administrator do an amazing job providing quality care and cheerful surround-ings to 
the residents, given the limited resources they have.    Unfortunately, there is never enough money to 
provide a perfect environment, and they really survive on a shoe  string

.    
According to the Directora of the Asilo, Alma Arce de Martinez, the City of Manzanillo has recently 
cancelled its monthly contribution of $7500 pesos due to budgetary constraints.  There is a possibility that this 
may resume in April 2010, but no one knows for certain.  The State of Colima contributes money to the Asilo 
as well, but has also reduced its monthly contribution by 17%.  There is no indication when this will be 
reinstated, if ever. 
  
Basically, the Asilo is in dire straits at the moment, and needs to raise at least $40,000 pesos to make up the 
cuts to its funding and continue operating.  Otherwise, staff will need to be let go, leaving the residents of the 
Asilo without adequate care. 



 
The residents of the Asilo would really appreciate your support!  You can make a contribution as follows: 
  
All cheques need to be payable to 'Asilo de Ancianos de Manzanillo'. 
  
You can write a cheque as follows: 
- In Pesos, drawn on a Mexican chequing account. 
- In Canadian Dollars, drawn on a Canadian chequing account. 
- In US Dollars, drawn on a US chequing account. 
- Really, any currency drawn anywhere may be accepted. 
  
Cheques may be dropped off at the following locations: 

·  the La Punta office  
·  the Club Santiago office 
·  Durango #217, Condominio Vida del Mar (Tom Townsend 334 8631) 
·  the Condominio Palomar office 
·  the Condominio El Faro office 
·  Jaunito's Restaurant in Santiago 

  
Cash or cheques may also be dropped off at the Asilo. 
  
If you would like to deposit directly into the bank account of the Asilo, it is located at HSBC in Santiago.  
Bank account number 4013044086. 
  
Please include your name and address (or email address), and the Asilo will happily send you a receipt for 
your donation. 
  
Should you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact me at glenwilchek@yahoo.ca .  
Also, for any of you that may be interested in participating, I am part of a group that contributes monthly to 
fund various projects at the Asilo (painting, renovations, purchases of items they need, etc).                         
See also website at www.manzanillosun.com  for this information in Spanish/English plus updates  
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         THE “OLD AGE” CARD  
 
Several people have asked where to get this card. The 
address is below, please make a note. 
You will need to produce your CURP card and FM3. 
The address is in Colima.   ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �����
'��������
��#���
�������(����������
��
)����������(������* �(+(+(,�������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������
������������'���-.%�������������/����
!�����
�0�+�����0������������%-12-.12-21
3$%% 

CALENDER OF EVENTS 

November 16.  Mexican Revolution Day.  The celebration of the Mexican Revolution of 1910                                                                                                                                         
is commemorated on this official Mexican Holiday.  

November 26.  Thanksgiving Day for U.S Citizens. 
Traditionally, the 4th Thursday in November. 
 
November 28th   Spay & Neuter Clinic 
Call Silvia at 334 – 3780 for more information 

December 1 to December 12.  Fiesta de Guadalupe.  Celebrating Mexico's patron saint,                                                                                                                                   
the Virgin of Guadalupe, the event includes parades, native dances and costumes, displays and offerings                                                                                                                                                
for the Virgin of Guadalupe. This event includes the following two feast days:  
 
December 1st to 13th Art Explosion on the                                                                                                                        
Beach  at Camino Real Hotel.                       

                                                                                                                                                                                 
December Dec 8.  Feast of the Immaculate                                                                                                                  
Conception.  
 
December 12.  Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe  

December 11th – 13th ARA  Bake Sale                                                                                                                                     
Walmart Parking lot. Last year it was a                                                                                                                                        
sell out on Friday, so be early. 

December 13th  Mujeres Amigas                                    
Christmas Party. Condos Pelicanos. call:                                                                                                                           
Lydia Bevaart    334-0002  for reservations.                                                                                                                                                                                  

(Dia de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe).                                                                                                                   
Commemorates the Virgin of Guadalupe,                                                                                                         
Mexico's patron saint.  

December 16th  3rd Annual Auction –                                                                                                                                    
Rotary Club Costalegre.                                                                                                                                               
For more information contact:                                                                                                                 
Don and Teresa Merriman -                                                                                                                                       
merriman.don@gmail.com 

December 16 to January 6.  Las Posadas.                                                                                                                                    
Celebrates Joseph and Mary's search for shelter                                                                                                                               
in Bethlehem with candlelight processions that                            
end at various nativity scenes. 

December 24.  Manzamigos & Friends –                                                                            
Children’s Christmas Party.  
For more information contact:                                                                                                                                      
 Gerry Scakacs - gerry@mexicanbay.com   
 
December 25.  Christmas Day (Navidad).                                                                           
Official holiday celebrating Christmas. 
 
January 1. New Year’s Day (Ano Nuevo).                                                                                                                          
Official Mexican holiday.  
 
January 6.  Dia de los Santos Reyes.                                                                                                                                                                     
In Mexico Santa Claus doesn't give the presents.                                                                                                                                                   
It’s the three wise men who leave gifts in or near                   
the shoes of small children. This day culminates                                                                                              
the Christmastime festivities.  
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Posadas 
Posadas take place between 16th  and 24th 
December and are small processions depicting the 
travels of Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem looking 
for a place to stay before the birth of  baby Jesus. 
Each night, the procession starts with persons 
playing the roles of Joseph and Mary seated on the 
back of a truck and with various other 
representative biblical characters, including the 
devil, accompanying them. As the procession 
which is led by a small band of trumpets and drums 
wends its way through the streets, more people 
attach themselves to the group until it finally arrive 
at the church or house which is the destination. 
Following a short service, there is a party and the 
children are able to have fun with piñatas. Before 
arriving at the destination, children accompanying 
the travellers knock on doors asking for room and 
are refused twice before the stable and the manger 
are made available. 
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                Clark Drummond, Michael McLaughlin, Randi Watkins, Jim Griswold & Sally Jo Bartlett 
 

         WHERE:  MANZANILLO COUNTRY CLUB �
 

       WHEN:     HAPPY HOUR AT 6.00 P.M. DINNER AT 7.00 P.M.                                              
      ENTERTAINMENT AFTER DINNER 

 
            TICKETS:  350 Pesos per person- includes dinner   
                                                and 2 glasses of wine or beer   
                  
                                            Available AT ANY Thirsty Thursday –  
   Or Call: 314-334-7927   Limited Tickets available so book early 
 


